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Abstract: Promoting Global Cnglishes through multilingual role models can transform Cnglish
language learning by emphasizing communication and cultural diversity. Tho aim of this study was
to investigato the impact of promoting Global Englishos (GE) language awarcnoss, particularly by
highlighting multilingual speakers as role models, on Thai students® attitudes toward English
language learning. The initial teaching intervention involved 40 Thai university students, and data
were collected using qualitative rescarch approach through reflective journals and semi-structured
interviews. This process led to the identification of nine salient themes, primarily focusing on the
study's exploration of attitndes toward diverse Cnglish accents within the framework of Global
Englishes. It notably highlights participanis’ reactions to the accents of multilingual speakers. The
findings provide a nuanced understanding of Thal students' attiiudes towards English language
learning, revealing a collective omphasis on the importance of communication overachioving
native-liko proficiency. These ingights contribute to the broador discourse on teaching English in
nan-native contexts, advocating for a shift from traditional accent reduction pedagogy to promoting
communicative compatence and accommaodating linguistic and cultural diversity.

Keywords: global Englishes, attitudes, language learning. multilingual speakers, Thai university
students
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Introduction

Today, Cnglish acts as a bridge that enablos interactions between people from different linguistic
and culmral backgrounds. Lvidence of its far-reaching influence is the fact that most Cnglish
apoakers worldwide are non- native apoakers (Roso & Galloway, 2019; Jenkins, 2015, 2018). This
phenomenon has given rise to the concept of Global Englishes (GE) - a reflection of the pluralistic
reality of Tnglish as a tool for international communication (MeKinley, 2018; Rose, McKinley, &
Galloway, 2021).
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INTRODUCTION

Abstract

Foliowing o porodigm of English o= an internotional languoge — one
thot values cultural diversity — this dossroom resegrch conducted o
guosi-experiment using o single-group pretest ond posttest design. The
study incorporated learning materials from both Anglophone and non-
Anglophone setfings, utilizing imternational movie traoilers with English
subtitlies a5 @ movel instructionol resource. The primary gim was to enhance
Thai university students” writing skills in the context of mowie reviews
and to explore their perceptions of this instructional innovation. Porbiciponts
were 33 Thai third-year undergroduate students from o public university
in Thailond. Dato collection was done through pretest and postiest results,
guestionngires, ond semi-structured interviews. The findings of innovative
teaching opprooch show that the students writing abilifes improved
imternotioral

significantly following the intervention. The study posits tha
rmovie troilers con be an engoging teoching and learming medivm, helping
to shmulate studertts” writing motvation through diverse ond culfturally
significant input. Further, this study encourages the use of the English
language in voried contexts, aiding students in understanding the
multifoceted identities of English wsers ocross different cultural boundaories.

In English language classrooms, writing is a crucial productive skill for students across all
disciplines due toits unigue role in tertiary education (Astin, 1993; Kellogg & Raulerson, 2007).
Witing offers numerous benefits, including fostering critical thinking, enhancing communication,
expressing ideas and opinions, and preparing for future study and employment (Brandt, 2005).
Yet, mastering this skill can be a complex and often frustrating process, particularly when
students lack the necessary vocabulary or grammar to articulate their thoughts. Moreowver,
the norms and comnventions of various written genres add an additional layer of complexity
{Aitchison & Lee, 2006; Cheung, 2016; Ferris, 2016). Additionally, axtensive texts reguire
considerable self-regulation and metacognitive contral over the writing process (Graham &
Harris, 2000). Conseguenthy, English instructors must continuously explore new strategies to
stimulate students’ motivation and fadlitate their learming process (Dormyei, 1558; Keller, 2010;

Oxford, 1980).
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